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By Brent Israelsen 
Deseret News staff writer 


Forget, for a 
moment, the 
Burr Trail, the 


desert tortoise, 


BLM wilder- 
ness and mis- 
siles over 
Moab. 

Look to the 
northeast: The 
Uinta Moun- 


tains are stealing much of the 
environmental limelight from 
southern Utah this year. 

Timber vs. wildlife. Oil and gas 


leasing vs. roadless areas. Grazing 
vs. backpacking. These are just 
some of the conflicts facing forest 
managers, environmentalists, 
outdoor enthusiasts and those 
who make part of their living off 
of Utah’s largest and wildest 
mountain range. 

Many of the issues have sim- 
mered for years. Others have 
died but are being resurrected as 
the Wasatch-Cache and Ashley 
national forests prepare to revise 
their Land and Resource Man- 
agement Plan, also known as the 
Forest Plan. 

On at least one front, the con- 
troversies are shaping into an in- 


terstate battle, pitting recreation- 
al users, primarily from the 
Wasatch Front, against commod- 
ity producers, primarily from 
Wyoming. 

As usual, the Forest Service 
finds itself somewhere in be- 
tween, trying to manage its mis- 
sion of providing raw materials to 
the nation while allowing for a va- 
riety of recreational uses by an 
ever-increasing number of visi- 
tors. 

Wasatch-Cache Supervisor Su- 
san Giannettino is careful not to 
be too specific about what the re- 
visions might be, but Dick Carter, 


Unrest in the Uintas 
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the No. 1 critic of Forest Service 
policy in the Uintas, hopes the 
changes are substantive. 

“The status quo is terrible,” 
says Carter, coordinator of the 
Utah Wilderness Association. “If 
we stay at the status quo much 
longer, we’re doomed. We've got 
to make dramatic changes.” 

Carter said Forest Service pol- 
icy is so pro-development that, if 
it continues, “a kid who’s 10 years 
old today won’t recognize the 
High Uintas by the time he’s 25.” 
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